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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report sets out the background to a discussion on the rise in secondary school exclusions in 

London.  

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That the Panel notes the report as background to the discussion with invited guests on 

Secondary School Exclusions, and notes the subsequent discussion. 

  

  

3. Background 
 

3.1 Between 2006 and 2013, the percentage of London’s students excluded permanently and 

temporarily fell from 5.11 to 2.97 per cent. However, since 2013, exclusion rates have increased 

from 2.97 to 3.74 per cent in 2016/17. Referrals to Alternative Provision (educational provision 

outside of mainstream and special needs schools, including Pupil Referral Units) are also increasing. 

A 2017 report by the think tank, the Institute for Public Policy Research (IPPR), states that there are 

many pupils being effectively excluded through the use of “managed moves” between schools and 

the encouragement of “home-schooling” who are not captured in any government data, thus 

masking the true extent of school exclusions.1  

 

3.2  The report suggests that the increase in the number of pupils being excluded or placed outside 

mainstream settings is largely due to mainstream settings being less able to cope with the increasing 

complexity of pupil needs. The report calls the rise in exclusions a “social mobility failure” and a path 

to social exclusion. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 The characteristics of those being excluded and attending Alternative Provision show that it is the 

most vulnerable children, with multiple complex needs, that are largely being excluded from 

mainstream education. Many of the children being excluded have multiple support needs such as 

mental health issues, special educational needs, and unsafe or unstable home situations. Many 
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children are struggling to access support for their social and emotional needs as well as their 

educational needs. 

 

4.2  The educational attainment and other outcomes for children who are excluded are poor. Excluded 

children are more likely to become NEET (not in Education, Employment or Training) and only one 

per cent achieve the GSCEs needed to get a job.2  They are also at risk of being drawn into criminal 

activity.3 

 

4.3  There are examples of good practice in supporting those at risk of permanent exclusion, but there is 

much to be done to build the capacity of mainstream settings to meet the complex needs of those at 

risk of exclusion and to ensure that all Alternative Provision supports educational attainment, as well 

as social and emotional needs. 

 

4.4 The Panel will discuss these issues with a range of invited experts, including: 

 Anntoinette Bramble, Deputy Mayor & Cabinet Member for Children's Social Care, Education 

and Young People, London Borough of Hackney; 

 Kiran Gill, Chief Executive, The Difference (The Difference is a charity working to improve 

outcomes for excluded pupils and to reduce exclusion from school); 

 Seamus Oates CBE, Chief Executive Officer, TBAP Multi Academy Trust (TBAP MAT runs eleven 

Alternative Provision and Special Academies); and 

 Further guests to be confirmed. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 Under Section 31 of the Greater London Authority (GLA) Act, the Mayor is not permitted to incur 

expenditure in providing, among other things, ‘any education services’ for which provision might be 

made by any other public body. However, the Mayor has the power, under Section 30 of the Greater 

London Authority (GLA) Act 1999, to promote, among other things, social development in London 

and Section 186 of the Localism Act 2011 permits the Mayor to sponsor academies or facilitate their 

sponsorship. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 
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